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“National Peak Water Body Cans State Government
Model for TasWater Takeover”
The peak body for water utilities nationally, the Australian Water Association (AWA),
has completely canned the proposed governance structure for the State
Government’s takeover of TasWater.
In its submission to the Legislative Council select committee looking into the
takeover, the AWA indicated there is no other state in Australia with a governance
arrangement in place the same as what is being proposed by the Tasmanian
Government and in fact said it would be taking us back 20 years in water reform.
The AWA praised the existing set up of TasWater and the work done to date and
recommended the existing structure and strategic plan be fully maintained. It said
the “changes being proposed carry serious risks to the progress already being made
and could damage the ability of the State to address the long term issues managed
by TasWater.”
“The Australian Water Association is a completely impartial body, so its opinion
should be taken very seriously by the Select Committee and by the Tasmanian
community,” David Downie, owner’s representative for TasWater, said.
“Basically, if the model ‘aint broke’, it doesn’t need to be tampered with. TasWater
should be allowed to get on with the job and the last thing we need is another
upheaval to the governance structure, not to mention the massive cost to taxpayers
as well,” Mayor Downie said.
The AWA is the peak national water industry body representing nearly 600
corporations, over 100 water utilities and 4000 practitioners across Australia.
Ends….
David Downie is at Parliament House Hobart today and available for interview.
Please contact Keryn to arrange a time that suits you.
The Australian Water Association submission is attached to this media release
email. Contact details for the Association:
Jonathan McKeown, CEO, 02 9436 0055
Tim Gardner, President, Tas Branch. 0407 050 840
Further information or to arrange interviews: Keryn Nylander 0418 996 536

